
1 
 

SINGAPORE ANTI-NARCOTICS ASSOCIATION 

 

19 July 2016 

Press Release 

SANA Step-Up Centre set up to help to ex-drug offenders and other ex-

offenders and their families; be an information hub on drug abuse 

 For ex-offenders and families in distress 

 Provide financial and emotional support 

 Provide assistance in other ways crucial to help them re-integrate into society 

 

The Singapore Anti-Narcotics Association (SANA) has started a Step-Up Centre (SC) to give 

ex-offenders and their families assistance, from helping them to take care of their immediate 

needs, to guiding them to upgrade their job and social skills. In short, SANA’s centre 

provides them a fresh start and helps them to re-integrate into society. 

While the centre is primarily for ex-drug offenders, it is also open to all ex-offenders released 

from prison as 80% of repeat offenders have drug antecedents, said SANA Executive 

Director Mr Abdul Karim. 

The SC has two main aims: 

 To help ex-offenders and their families who may be in distress and need financial, 

emotional, employment or any support that is crucial to their reintegration. The 

assistance goes beyond helping them to take care of their small immediate needs, 

such as small sums of money, pre-paid food vouchers and EZ link cards. It engages 

them to various programmes to prepare them for their future. For example, it 

provides guidance to upgrade their jobs and social skills and links to supportive 

social networks 

 

 To be an information hub for persons seeking information on drug abuse or need 

help for their loved ones. 

(Refer to Annexe 1 for information on SC’s services) 

The idea of a drop-in centre for ex-offenders was mooted in 2014 following the findings of 

the Taskforce on Drugs led by the Ministry of Home Affairs. The SC was started in January 

last year (2015) and was run as a pilot project for a year. Operating on a low key, SC 

received 339 cases in the first year. The figure is projected to rise to above 500 this year. 
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Going beyond the basic needs of ex-offenders 

 Said Mr Karim: “The set-up of the new centre goes beyond meeting the basic needs of our 

clients. It will provide the guidance and support needed for clients to upgrade themselves, 

allow them to move up the career ladder, find new support networks in the community and 

be a contributing member in the society as good role models.” 

When a person walks into the SC, trained para-counsellors will interview him, assess his 

needs and recommend a plan of action, which includes counselling and family mediation.  

The client can access the range of services and support available. These include food and 

travel needs, job assistance, legal aid and tattoo removal.  

In addition, the centre offers leadership training, professional development workshops, family 

bonding activities and support groups. 

The Central Narcotics Bureau (CNB) reported 3,338 drug abusers in 2015, an increase of 

6% from the 3,158 drug abusers arrested in 2014. The number of repeat abusers fell about 

2%, from 2,065 abusers in 2014 to 2,027 abusers in 2015.  

A total of 1,311 new drug abusers were arrested, which represented a 20% increase from 

the 1,093 arrested in 2014. Of these, more than two-thirds (69%) were below 30 years of 

age. 
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For further information, contact: 

Patricia Monkman (Head, Corporate) 

Telephone: 6870-5186 (DID) / 9090-2549 (mobile) 

patricia@sana.org.sg   
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