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SPEECH BY MRS QUEK BIN HWEE 

PRESIDENT, SINGAPORE ANTI-NARCOTICS ASSOCIATION 

SANA VOLUNTEER & DONOR APPRECIATION NITE  

FRIDAY, 6 NOVEMBER 2015 @ THE GRASSROOTS’ CLUB 

_____________________________________________________ 

 

Mr Amrin Amin, Parliamentary Secretary 

Ministry of Home Affairs  

 

Mr Chng Hwee Hong 

Chairman, SCORE and Co-Chair of Care Network 

 

Volunteers & Partners 

 

Distinguished Guests 

 

 

 Good Evening and Welcome to SANA’s Volunteer & Donor 

Appreciation Nite.  We organise an Appreciation function every 

year to acknowledge and thank all volunteers, donors and partners 

for your dedication and commitment in our fight against drug abuse.  

It is truly a pleasure to see so many of you here tonight. 

 

2. SANA’s vision is to work towards a drug-free Singapore. To 

support us in our work, we are indeed privileged to have many 

dedicated volunteers.  My heartfelt thanks to all our volunteers, 

donors, corporate and community partners. I am encouraged by 

the efforts put in and sacrifices made in ensuring our anti-drug 

programmes and initiatives are successful.  

 

3. While we have been successful, it is increasingly becoming a 

challenging and changing environment.   
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4.       Many of you are aware of increasing calls from pro-drug 

activists to decriminalise drugs and legalise certain drugs 

worldwide. Some American states and European countries are 

leaning towards these approaches.  At home, we find a growing 

liberal attitude towards drugs among youths. The latest CNB report 

attests to this. Among the new abusers arrested in the first half of 

this year, 71 per cent were below 30 years old.  However SANA 

remains true to its mission and will continue to do what it takes to 

work towards a drug-free society. 

 

5. In line with our mission, our strategies and programmes are 

focused on our 3 pillars:   

 

(a) Preventive Programmes targeted at Youths 

(b) Recovery & Rehabilitation though Family Support 

(c) Reintegration through Community Support  

 

6.     We have many volunteers supporting us in the three areas: 

several youths are helping out in the Badge Scheme, a preventive 

programme targeted at the Secondary school students. Our clients 

who have successfully completed their programme have also 

joined us as Peer Leaders to help co-organise family bonding 

events. Tonight some of them will be receiving Certificates of 

Appreciation.  

 

7. The commencement of the Drop-In Centre to individuals and 

families in January this year, has revealed many unmet needs of 

ex-offenders and their families such as counselling, family 

mediation, support groups and career guidance. We also needed 

volunteers to help as para-counsellors. I am pleased to share that 

many volunteers came forward and today we have 49 Volunteers, 

supporting us in many areas such as para-counsellors and service 

facilitators.  
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8. SANA has over 120 Religious Group of Volunteers who 

collectively counsel more than 500 inmates a week in the various 

prisons. Their work start in prisons and many of them continue 

their work in the Aftercare phase encouraging their clients to 

attend faith based programmes and offer support. I am pleased to 

share that today, we have more than 400 Volunteers. 

 

9. Tonight, two of our Medal Award winners have faithfully been 

visiting and counselling inmates for many years and will be 

receiving the Medal of Honour. Mr Daneswaran has been a SANA 

Volunteer for more than 10 years and Ms Meera Ramachandran 

for more than 15 years.  

 

10. What is significant to note is that many inmates inspired by 

their dedication, later become volunteers themselves, offering 

hope to other inmates. This is an example of the ripple effect of 

kindness!  I believe there is one such person here, Asher Quek, 

who will be receiving the Certificate of Appreciation.  

 

11. There are many other avenues to help ex-offenders, for 

example, organisations can offer positive options to ex-offenders 

and their families through jobs, training, family support and 

recreation to ex-offenders. There are many who have come 

forward to partner us in reaching out directly to our beneficiaries 

and their families. For example, you will hear about our 

collaborations with Luxasia, Yun Onn Project and Project Relief – 

each one being a having made positive changes in the lives of the 

ex-offenders and their families. However, we need more such 

altruistic people. 

 

12. There are many exciting things in the pipeline for SANA and 

we want you all to continue to be part of our growth. There are no 
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organisations or individuals too big or too small and together we 

can work towards breaking the cycle of drug abuse and giving our 

beneficiaries a newfound hope.  

 

13. You are already making the difference. Once again, thank 

you very much for your continued support and commitment. 

 

 

End.  


